IWAMA RYU

Aikido as it is practiced and taught in Iwama Ryu has been handed down to
Morihiro Saitd Sensei (Iwama Ryu Soke) du'ectly by Aikido founder, O'Sensej
Monhen Ueshiba.

Weapons techniques are distinctive of Iwama Ryu. They have been collected and

‘organized in a comprehensive training system by Saitd Sensei throughout many
years of training and study spent beside the Founder. Also, over the years Saitd

Sensei developed a training . approach, which emphasizes the unavoidable
connection between taijutsu, ken and jo pmcuce as a determining factor for
studying Aikido.
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Iwama Ryu ranks |

Jwama Ryu ranks represent an exclusive acknowledgmem by Morihiro Saitd
Soke. They certify a solid and very personal relationship with Saitd Sensei.
These ranks provide evidence that the owner actually took an Iwama Ryu Aikido

~ examination and Saitd Sensei, Iwama Ryu Soke, confirms its value.
Iwama Ryu ranks are issued directly by Smté Sensei and subsequently they are
authentic Iwama Ryu ranks.

Targets of Iwama Ryu kyu and dan examinations are:

e Preserving and protecting Aikido as it was taught by O’Sensei in Iwama,
which today is referred as Iwama Ryu.

e Guaranteeing Iwama Ryu quality by these examinations.

Guidelines for Iwama Ryu ranks issue

Beforehand Saitd Sensei established the following guidelines for Iwama Ryu: .

e Whoever has been acknowledged by official Iwama Ryu ranks can rank
people up to two dan lower than his/her own rank.

e Whoever has been acknowledged by official Iwama Ryu ranks can only rank
his/her own students.

e Whoever needs a higher rank, s/he must ask Morihiro Saitd Soke, Hitohiro
Saitd, Ulf Evenas and Paolo Corallini for it.

A comprehensive list of all European practitioners acknowledged by at least
Iwama Ryu taijutsu and ken-jo 3™ dan will be readily available.

Role of Morihiro Saitd Soke’s Representatives
Ulf Evenas in Northern Europe and Paolo Corallini in Central and Southem

Europe are the official representatives of Morihiro Saitd Soke. Saitd Sensei
himself has designated them.



It is their commitment to protect Saitd Sensei name and assure Iwama Ryu Aikido
quality. Also, they help Saitd Sensei in wide spreading Iwama Ryu Aikido all
over Europe and in ranking people if necessary. They cooperate with Saitd Sensei
on management of rank requests and Iwama Ryu passports.
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Aikikai ranks
Saitd Sensei is the highest Sempai in Ankxkan and he is very close to Ueshiba

family.
Concerning Aikikai ranks, Iwama Ryu Sémpai want to follow Aikikai system. It
is their wish to respect Aikikai orgamzatl'on and live in peace and harmony with

its members. f,
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Iwama Ryu course of action
e A comprehensive list of all pe0ple who are ranked by Saitd Sensei and

rightfully qualified to rank students will be available.
e The application forms for promotion are to be sent to Ulf Evenas and Paolo

Corallini according to the respective areas.
e The examination fees are not to be sent directly to Saitd Sensei before the

. application forms have been confirmed by Saitd Sensei’s representatives.
o Saitd Sensei will send back all rank requests which are not sent by his two

representatives.
e Only the certificates released by Saitd Sensei himself are to be considered

Iwama Ryu ranks.

Morihiro Saitd Shihan
Aikikai 9" Dan
Jwama Ryu Soke
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